
Birding  Calendar  October to December, 2013 as of  September 30 
 
  

Tuesday, October 1, 8:00 am – 1:00 pm - Burleigh Murray State Park and Purisima Creek OSP 
Leaders: Malia DeFelice and Sonny Mencher malia.defelice.sas@gmail.com   
Directions: Meet at 8:00 am at the Burleigh Murray parking lot approximately 1 1⁄2 miles east of Hwy 1 
on Higgins Road, Half Moon Bay. The walk through Burleigh Murray SP will last approximately 3 hrs. It's 
an easy round trip out and back from the parking lot. Depending on pace, we will possibly go as far back 
as the historic barn. The habitats include mature eucalyptus groves, grassy valleys, and an extensive 
riparian corridor along the ranch road. Year-round resident birds as well as early fall migrants can be 
observed along this lovely hike. Our next visit will be to the Purisima Creek OSP to experience our lovely 
coastal redwoods. It is always best to wear layers as temperatures can vary at this time of year.    
Sequoia AS 
 
Tuesday, October 1, 8:00 am – Hayward Regional Shoreline                                                              
Leader: Bob Richmond 510-427-9843 
Carpool leaves Sycamore Valley Road Park and Ride lot in Danville at 8:00 AM. Meet at 8:45 AM at 
Winton Avenue entrance. From I-880, exit Winton Avenue, drive west 4.5 miles. Park near the trail head 
just before the parking lot gate. Because traffic is so unpredictable, if no one is there, wait a while. 
Shorebirds and possible early ducks. Time permitting, we will finish at the San Leandro Marina. Bring 
drinks and lunch. Category 2.  MDAS 
 
Wednesday, October 2, 9:00 am - 12:30 pm - Pescadero State Beach                                               
Leader: Donna Pomeroy dpom@comcast.net   
We will meet at the furthest end of the second (middle) parking lot for Pescadero State Beach. This is the 
dirt parking lot just south of the creek mouth. It does not require a fee. We will spend some time looking 
for shorebirds and seabirds from the bluff, then drive a short distance to another part of the park to look 
for land birds. There is a wide variety of habitats in this park and we will hope to see quite a few species. 
Please bring a scope if you have one. Expect cool and breezy weather here, but warmer when we go 
inland.  
Directions: From Half Moon Bay, take Highway 1 south, about 15 miles toward Santa Cruz. As you 
approach Pescadero, you will see extensive marsh on the east side of the highway and the second 
parking lot will be on your right, just after you cross the bridge over Pescadero Creek mouth. Sequoia AS 
 
Wednesday, October 2, 8:30 am to 2:00 pm - BODEGA BAY                                                                                       
Leader: Gordon Beebe, gdbeebe@earthlink.net  707-583-3115. 
Come explore with us one of Sonoma County's richest bird areas. More shorebirds will have arrived from 
northern breeding grounds. From the center of the town of Bodega Bay, drive north on Highway 1, turn 
left at East Shore Road (the Bodega Head turnoff), then right at the stop sign and continue 0.3 mile to the 
large, dirt parking lot on the right. Bring lunch.  Madrone AS  
 
Wednesday, October 2, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm - Hawk Hill, Marin Headlands                                      
Leader: Robbie Fischer robbie22@pacbell.net   
There has been an official raptor count in the Marin Headlands for more than 25 years. Peak migration 
lasts from mid-September through mid-October. Robbie Fischer has been a Hawkwatch volunteer for ten 
years. We will enjoy the spectacle and attempt to identify raptors as they fly by Hawk Hill. Here is the 
Golden Gate Raptor Observatory website for additional background http://ggro.org/ 
Directions: Cross the Golden Gate Bridge and take the second exit, Alexander Avenue. Get in the left 
lane following signs that read "101 San Francisco." Turn left at the stop sign and cross under the freeway. 
Turn right onto Conzelman Road and drive 1.8 miles to Hawk Hill. Park alongside the road at the top of 
the hill, just before the road becomes one way. Walk up the west side of Hawk Hill past the locked gate. 
It's just a few hundred feet to the summit. Bring binoculars, lunch and a chair if you like.  Sequoia AS 
 
 
 



Wednesday, October 2, 8:00 am - Bushy Lake, American River Parkway 
Leader: Darrell Mohr, 916-225-3999   mohrdd@gmail.com  
Meet Darrell in the cul-de-sac at the south end of Ethan Way, just south of where Hurley Way goes into 
Gate 12 of Cal Expo.  Darrell will be looking for a variety of resident and wintering species; Wood Ducks 
are a good possibility on the lake.  This will be a 1 to 2 mile hike that will take 2 to 3 hours. You may want 
to bring water. This is a good trip for beginners and more experienced birders.  Sacto AS 
 
Wednesday, October 2, 8:00 am – Hayward Regional Shoreline                                                                         
Leader: TBD                                                                                                                                                    
Carpool leaves Sycamore Valley Road Park and Ride lot in Danville at 8:00 AM. Meet at 8:45 AM at 
Winton Avenue entrance. From I-880, exit Winton Avenue, drive west 4.5 miles. Park near the trail head 
just before the parking lot gate because traffic is so unpredictable. If no one is there, wait a while. 
Shorebirds and possible early ducks. Time permitting, we will finish at the San Leandro Marina. Bring 
drinks and lunch. Category 2.  MDAS 
 
Thursday, October 3, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. The returning waterbirds reach maximum numbers in November. 
Come and see the many species of ducks including pintails, widgeons, shovelers and cinnamon teal.  
Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, 
take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, turn left immediately after crossing 
the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy 
rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching Society   
 
Friday, October 4, 8:00 am to 11:30 am – Antonelli Pond                                                                        
Leader: Steve Gerow, (831) 426-2476, stephengerow@aol.com     
We should find fall migrants, and probably some arriving winter species, and there is a good chance for 
the unexpected. Directions: Meet a 8:00 AM on the west side of the pond at Delaware Avenue.                  
Santa Cruz Bird Club 
 
Friday, October 4, 8:30-10:30 am - First Friday Golden Gate Audubon Society Birdwalk  Leader:  
Alan Kaplan  LNKPLN@earthlink.net  or (510) 526-7609 for messages. 
Meet at the Tilden Nature Area parking lot (near the EEC and Little Farm). 
Our theme this month: a new look at field guides, Binocular Vision by Spencer Schaffner. 
Restrooms and water at the start and midway.  Mostly flat road or trail.  No dogs permitted in the Nature 
Area.  GGAS 
 
 
 
Saturday, October 5, 7:00 AM – Don Edwards NWR, Coyote Hills and more                                        
Leader: Rich Nicholson Leader: Rich Nicholson Contact: Wendy Schackwitz, napa-solano-
birds@outlook.com . 
Description: The morning will be spent with Ohlone Audubon and Rich Nicholson exploring Don 
Edwards National Wildlife Refuge and celebrating the opening of their new viewing platform. After lunch, 
Rich will lead us on a walk at Coyote Hills Regional Park. After we say goodbye to Rich, for those with the 
energy, we will visit Hayward shoreline.  
Expected birds include Pied-billed grebe, Gadwall, Cinnamon Teal, Ruddy Duck, Black-necked Stilt, 
American Avocet, Greater Yellowlegs, Willet, Long-billed Curlew, Marbled Godwit, California Quail, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, California and Spotted Towhee, Fox Sparrow, and Lesser Goldfinch. With 
luck we might spot Virginia Rail, Common Moorhen, Marsh Wren and Common Yellow Throat.  
Bring: Lunch, money for Park entrance fees, money for carpool gas, comfortable walking shoes, 
binoculars, layers. Directions: Carpooling is encouraged. Contact Wendy for those who wish to meet us 
at our first destination.  Meet in Napa - 7:00 AM Sweeney's Sport Store, 1537 Imola Ave West, Napa 
Napa-Solano AS 
 



Saturday, October 5, 8:00 AM – Hawk Hill, GGNRA Marin Headlands                                                       
Leader:  Fred Safier 925-937-2906                                                                                                                 
Carpool leaves El Nido Ranch Road at 8:00 AM. Meet in parking lot upper Rodeo Lagoon at 9:15 AM. 
From southbound US 101 take last Sausalito exit, Alexander Avenue, just before the Golden Gate Bridge. 
From San Francisco, pass the Vista Point and take the Alexander Avenue exit. On west side of freeway, 
turn left toward the Marin Headlands and go up the hill (Conzelman Road); at the intersection go right and 
down hill (McCullough Road). Turn left at the stop sign onto Bunker Road and continue to the parking lot 
on the right just before the bridge. We will bird the lagoons before going up to the hawk watch site. At 
noon the staff gives a talk on their work and usually demonstrates the actual banding. Carry lunch and 
liquids. The walk up the hill is only a few hundred yards, but it is steep. Category 2.  MDAS 
 
Saturday, October 5,  Early morning-noon - Andrew Molera State Park                                               
Leaders: Larry & Carole Rose for meet time and location 831-372-2616  crose@jps.net. 
Located 20 miles south of Carmel along Hwy 1, Molera's riparian woodland habitat provides a perfect 
native bird habitat as well as being a migration stopover and a great location for the rare or unusual 
vagrant surprises. Bring snacks and water.  Monterey AS 
 
Saturday, October 5, 8:00 AM  (Half Day) - Oka Ponds  
Leader: Bob Reiling: (408) 253-7527. Rain Cancels.  
Directions: From Hwy 17 in Los Gatos take Lark Ave exit west. Turn right on Oka Rd, left on Mozart Ave 
and an immediate right on Oka Lane. Meet at gate.  SCVAS 
 
Saturday, October 5, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM - POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE.                                   
Leaders: Gordon Beebe, gdbeebe@earthlink.net, 707-583-3115, and Ken Wilson, 707-665-5127.                                   
Our annual trip to the Point to search for fall migrants. Meet at the Whitehouse Pool parking lot, near 
intersection of Sir Francis Drake Boulevard and Bear Valley Road, at 8:00 AM. Bring lunch, liquids and 
layers of clothing. Rain cancels.   Madrone AS  
 
Saturday, October 5, 8:00 am to 11:00 am - Glenn Hall Park, Paradise Beach, American River 
Parkway  Leaders: Sally Walters and Don Schmoldt, 916-739-6465  dschmoldt25@gmail.com  
Join Don and Sally for a morning bird walk along the levee and willow covered sand bars of the American 
River. From Highway 50 take Howe Ave north to Fair Oaks Blvd. Turn left onto Fair Oaks and cross over 
the American River. Turn right on Carlson Ave, which is the first stop light past the American River bridge. 
Continue on Carlson Ave to its end, at Glenn Hall Park. Meet on top of the levee. This will be a fairly easy 
walk, but expect some uneven terrain, gravel, sand, and rock cobble. We hope to see returning wintering 
sparrows and waterfowl, and resident birds including wrens, towhees, Yellow-billed Magpies and kinglets. 
 This is an excellent trip for beginners.  Sacto AS 
 
Sunday, October 6, 8:00 am – noon, Shadow Glen/Snowberry Creek 
Leader: Lea Landry, 916-638-1141   llandry46@comcast.net  
This morning walk will include riparian habitat, ridge trails and a good view of Lake Natoma. Lea will be 
looking for both woodland birds and waterfowl. There may be some short steep climbs on the trail, and if 
the rains come it may be muddy, so wear appropriate footwear. Bring liquids and snacks if you wish. Lea 
usually finds a nice variety of birds on this trip, which is suitable for both beginning and experienced 
birders. Meet Lea in the parking lot of the Snowberry Creek Equestrian Staging area, (Shadow Glen 
Stables), about ¼ mile east on Main, from where Main and Sunset Avenues meet in Orangevale.      
Sacto AS 
 
Sunday, October 6, 8:00 – 10:30 am - San Francisco Botanical Garden                                                      
Leaders: Ginny Marshall, ginnybirder@sbcglobal. net; Dominik Mosur, polskatata@yahoo.com; Alan 
Ridley, allanrid@pacbell.net; Helen McKenna, 415.566.3241 (Leaders vary by month.) 
The garden has several micro-habitats that attract an array of resident, migrant, and vagrant birds. This 
monthly trip is oriented toward helping beginning birders develop their skills. The garden charges 
$7/person if you are not an SF resident or garden member. Bring identification for residency and 
membership status. Meet at the front gate of the garden in Golden Gate Park, 9th Ave. at Lincoln Way.  
GGAS 



Sunday, October 6, 8:00 am - San Bruno Mountain Park - Main Parking Lot                                                   
Leader: to be announced Contact: Ginny Marshall ginnybirder@sbcglobal.net   
In the first of what we hope becomes an annual event, Sequoia Audubon will lead a hike in San Bruno 
Mountain State and County park, during the peak weekend for hawk migration. The park has long been a 
magnet for migrant and vagrant species, especially in fall migration. We will be working with San Bruno 
Mountain Watch's dedicated local conservationists as we explore this significant park. Watch for 
information on the Sequoia Audubon website, the Sequoia Audubon Facebook Page, and peninsula-
birding email group. The trip will include both lower and upper portions of the park. 
Directions: Take the Bayshore Blvd. off Hwy. 101 N. Proceed on Bayshore Blvd. to Guadalupe Cyn. 
Pwy. Turn W. on Guadalupe to the park entrance on the right. Meet in the main lot, just beyond the kiosk. 
Park fee is $5.00  
 
Sunday, October 6, 9:00 AM - Hawk Hill/Marin Headlands 
Leader: Nick Yatsko: (408) 891-3187. Migrating raptors including the possibility of seeing a rare Broad-
winged Hawk. Notes: Weather conditions can be highly variable, dress in layers, bring lunch and liquids. 
NOTE: This will be our only field trip to the Hawk Hill/Marin Headlands this fall. Heavy fog in the 
headlands will likely cancel the trip. 
Directions: Going north on Hwy 101, after crossing the Golden Gate Bridge exit just past the Vista Point, 
cross under Hwy 101 and turn right just before entrance back onto Hwy 101 south. Drive up hill to the 
highest point and park. Meet at the parking area or at the Hawk watch on top of the hill (arrive/depart the 
Hill at any time).  SCVAS 
 
Sunday, October 6,  7:30 am to 4:00 pm – Farallon Island Boat Trip 
Leader: David Wimpfheimer 
Join us for our sixth annual day of seabird and marine mammal watching as we head out to the Farallon 
Islands and offshore waters. The outing will be led by naturalist David Wimpfheimer aboard Jim 
Robertson's power catamaran Outer Limits. This is the same boat we chartered last year and it proved 
very stable and comfortable. On past trips we have sighted more than fourteen pelagic bird species, 
including albatross, shearwaters and auklets, as well as many sea lions, porpoises, dolphins and whales. 
We will get an up close look at the islands and learn about their interesting natural and human history. 
This is a trip that both experienced and first-time birders and nature lovers will enjoy. The cost will be 
$110 per person. To register, please send a check to Marin Audubon at Box 599, Mill Valley, CA, 94942. 
Write Farallons on the envelope and check. Include the name, email address and contact phone number 
of each participant. There is always a chance the trip may need to be rescheduled at the last minute due 
to sea conditions, so we need to be able to reach participants. We will send an email to participants a few 
days before the trip. Please sign up early, as we will limit the number of participants to make for a 
comfortable trip. Be prepared for any kind of weather with layered clothing. A rain jacket and pants are 
essential no matter what the weather on shore. Take seasick medication if needed. Bring lunch, snacks, 
water and plenty of sunscreen. Directions: Take Hwy. 101 to the Marin City/Sausalito exit, head south on 
Bridgeway, take a left on Harbor Drive and proceed to the parking area at the end. We will meet on the 
south side of the parking lot to check in before boarding.  Marin AS 
 
 
Wednesday, October 9, 8:30 AM (Half Day) - Vasona Lake County Park 
Leader: Janna Pauser: (408) 569-9264.                                                                                                                 
We'll bird the south end of this popular Los Gatos Park. Possible Yellow Warbler, Western Tanager and a 
variety of riparian birds. Difficulty Level: Easy walking. Gate opens at 8 AM, $6 entrance fee (or SC 
County Park pass) required. Lunch Optional, Rain Cancels.                                                                       
Entrance on Blossom Hill Road, on the west side of Hwy 17 in Los Gatos. From Hwy 17 exit at Lark Ave.; 
go west to University Ave., turn left onto Blossom Hill Rd. and use main entrance. Turn into first parking 
lot on your left after kiosk. SCVAS 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Thursday, October 10, 9:00 -11:30 am - Martin Luther King Jr. Regional Shoreline — Arrowhead 
Marsh, Oakland 
Leader:   Gary and Chris Bard, chrisbard@earthlink.net , 510.301.2987 
The shoreline offers excellent views of shorebirds, waders, and dabblers. Arrowhead Marsh is the home 
of numerous Clapper Rails. In winter large rafts of scaup and goldeneye float offshore. Occasionally, 
raptors soar overhead. The walking is on flat ground.  Please bring a scope if you have one.  Dress in 
layers.  Rain cancels trip.  Restroom is available near parking lot.   
From I-880 south in Oakland, exit at Hegenberger Rd. Turn right onto Hegenberger, continue .7 mile 
across a small bridge over a channel, and turn right on Pardee Dr. Continue to Swan Way and turn left, 
then turn right into the park. Meet at parking lot at the end of road. GGAS 
 
Thursday, October 10, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. The returning waterbirds reach maximum numbers in November. 
Come and see the many species of ducks including pintails, widgeons, shovelers and cinnamon teal.  
Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, 
take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, turn left immediately after crossing 
the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy 
rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching Society  
 
Thursday, October 10, 8:00 am - Beal’s Point, Folsom Lake 
Leader: Margaret Martin, 916-599-0181   margaret.martin6@me.com  . 
Meet Margaret in the parking lot of the Beal's Point unit of the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area, (turn 
left as you enter the parking lot, to park near the first row). The entrance to Beal's Point is on Oak Hill 
Drive off Auburn-Folsom Rd., about 2 miles south of Douglas Blvd. and about 3 miles north of Greenback 
Lane.  We will look for Rufous-crowned Sparrow and Rock Wren, and enjoy a variety of other birds 
including bluebirds, woodpeckers, sparrows, hawks, ducks, and grebes. Plan for a mile or two of walking. 
The trip will end by noon. This is a great trip for beginners and more experienced birders. The entrance 
fee is $12 per car, or you may use a state (not county) park pass.   Sacto AS 
 
Friday, October 11, 8:00 am to 11:30 am – Delaveaga Park                                                                     
Leader: Steve Gerow, stephengerow@aol.com  
The trails in this area pass through a variety of habitats that generally attract a good number and variety 
of birds. This area has not been extensively birded in fall migration; we might find something unexpected. 
Expect a couple of miles of walking with some hills. Directions: Meet at 8:00 AM at the trail head at the 
north end of Park Way (the section to the north of Highway 1), off Prospect Heights. Note that parking is 
limited in this area. There are a few parking spaces in a dirt lot by the park entrance, but these can be 
difficult for low-clearance vehicles. There is usually some on-street parking on Prospect Heights and 
nearby side streets. Car pooling is suggested.  Santa Cruz Bird Club 
 
Friday, October, 11, 8:30-10:30 am - Second Friday Golden Gate Audubon Society Birdwalk                             
Leader: Alan Kaplan  LNKPLN@earthlink.net  or (510) 526-7609 for messages.     
Meet at Point Pinole Regional Shoreline parking lot.  Tide will be going out, revealing the mudflats that 
our shorebirds love.  Scopes would be very welcome. Please, no dogs today.  Restrooms at the start and 
in the park, bring water. Mostly flat trail.  GGAS 
 
Saturday, October 12, 10 – 11:30 a.m. - Aquatic Park and Waterfront, San Francisco                                     
Leader: Carol Kiser, 415.447.5000  
On this walk for children and beginners, and all others, we will look for resident and migrating birds. Meet 
at the entrance to the Hyde Street Pier at Hyde and Jefferson on the western border of Fisherman’s 
Wharf. Nearby parking is at the foot of Van Ness Ave. (free for 4 hours), Ghirardelli Square, and the 
Anchorage.  GGAS 
 



Saturday, October 12, 6:00 am - Big Chase, Davis                                                                                        
Leaders: Kevin Guse; contact 916 -514-0685 or 916-616-8835 & Sid England.   
Please come join us for our annual Big Chase field trip. Fall migration should be in full swing; there should 
be many shorebirds, raptors and passerines to see. The locations that we visit and the rare birds that we 
go after are dependent on what has been reported on the Northern California RBA and the regional 
listserves.  In the past, we have seen over 100 species in a day! Eastern warblers, vireos and flycatchers 
have all been observed on this trip as well as many western migrants. 
We will meet at 6:00 AM in the Park and Ride lot off of Mace Boulevard (Northeast of Highway 80; behind 
Ikeda’s) in Davis.  Bring a lunch, plenty of fluids and dress in layers. Be prepared for a full day of birding!   
Yolo AS 
 
Saturday, October 12, 8:30 - 11:30 a. m. - Martinelli Center and Patterson Pass Road: Eastern 
Alameda County.                                                                                                                                                                         
Leaders: Ray Fontaine, rayfontaine2@att.net and Leslie Koenig, leslie.koenig@yahoo.com 
We’ll meet at the Martinelli Center and bird for about an hour around the area, including the Master 
Gardener’s Native Plant Demonstration Garden. Hummingbirds, Loggerhead Shrike, Western 
Meadowlark and raptors are expected. In the past we’ve seen a roosting Great Horned Owl and hope to 
find it again. We’ll then caravan out Patterson Pass Road to look for raptors, Mountain Bluebirds, Horned 
Larks and other area specialties. Restrooms are available at Martinelli Center.  Martinelli Center is 
located at 3585 Greenville Rd., Livermore. On I-580 East, take the Greenville exit and follow Greenville 
past the Lawrence Livermore Lab and Sandia. The Center is on your right, with two large palm trees and 
some grape vines. Heavy rain cancels.  Ohlone AS    
 
Saturday, October 12, 8:00 AM - Moss Landing & Vicinity  
Leader: Todd Newberry: (831) 426-8741. Half day. Weather conditions can be highly variable so dress in 
layers, bring lunch and liquids. Highlights: Shorebirds, waterfowl and early migrants. 
Directions: Meet in Moss Landing in the big parking lot and boat launch ramp just north of the Elkhorn 
Slough Bridge off Hwy 1 next to the Sea Harvest Restaurant.  SCVAS 
 
Saturday, October 12, 9:15 am - about 1:00 pm Birding the Bay Trail by Bicycle - Berkeley-
Emeryville-Richmond 
Leaders: Jeffrey Black, (510) 526-7068, buffalo1003@aol.com and Pat Greene, (415) 321-9013 (cell), 
greene@cgl.ucsf.edu 
Meet at 9:15 on Bolivar Drive near the foot of Bancroft Way (this is a ~10 min bike ride from North 
Berkeley BART; there is also parking along Bolivar). We'll bird around Aquatic Park, then take the 
multiuser bridge to the Bay Trail riding first toward Emeryville, then Richmond. Bring binoculars and 
snacks; wear layers (it can be warm, or cool and windy along the shore). Call Pat if you want to borrow 
binoculars. Restrooms are located ~0.1 mile south of the meeting place at the playground at the end of 
Bolivar. This birding ride is co-listed with Grizzly Peak Cyclists.    GGAS 

 
 
Saturday, October 12, 8:00 am - The Best of Both Sides River Bend Park and William Pond Park 
Leader: Cathie LaZier, 916-457-6882   empid@earthlink.net  
Meet Cathie at the main River Bend parking lot near the bike bridge. (Follow the main road into the park; 
after you cross the bike trail (stop sign) go about ½ mile and turn left at the sign “rafting exit, main picnic 
area” and continue on the road to the large parking area). For the first half of the walk we’ll bird across the 
bridge into William Pond Park, going downstream along the backwaters of the river and checking out the 
fishing pond. Then we’ll recross the river and go upstream into the oak woodland area. We’ll finish before 
noon, but you may want to bring water and/or snacks. As always, this is a great trip for beginners. From 
Folsom Blvd, between Bradshaw and Mather Field Road, take Rod Beaudry Drive north into the park, 
(formerly called Goethe Park). If you come from the William Pond side look for us on the bridge. A Sac 
County Park Pass or $5 entry fee is required for all vehicles.  Sacto AS 
 



Sunday, October 13, 8:00 AM (Half Day). Sunnyvale Water Treatment Facility 
Leader: Frank Vanslager: (650) 961-1505. This is a great place to study ducks. Trip is fairly easy but a 
long walk is possible. Scopes are highly recommended. 
Directions: From Hwy 101 take Hwy 237 east, exit North on Caribbean Dr, turn right on Borregas Ave, 
then left into the parking area.  SCVAS 
 
Sunday, October 13, 8:00 am - hike will last 3-4 hours Edgewood County Park and Natural 
Preserve                                                                                                                                                  
Leader: Susie Hons susieturtlewings@me.com   
Explore Edgewood Natural Preserve throughout the seasons with Susie Hons. Hike through oak 
woodlands and natural meadows. Look for California Thrasher, Wrentit, Oak Titmouse and Western 
Bluebird year round. In fall and winter the park hosts many migrant birds. Hike 3-5 miles with some hills. 
Directions: take 280 to Edgewood Rd. in Woodside. Go east down Edgewood to the park entrance on 
the right. Meet at the Nature Center.  Sequoia AS 
 
Sunday, October 13, 7:00 am SHARP!  Solano Lake/Putah Creek 
Leader: Mark Martucci, 916-833-6722   matuchbirdman@yahoo.com  
The lake is a good area for wintering ducks including possible Barrow’s Goldeneye and Hooded 
Mergansers. Phainopeplas are possible, and Pileated Woodpeckers have been found in the area several 
times during the last year. A drive up Putah Creek may turn up wintering passerines as well. There is a $5 
per car fee at the Lake Solano campground. Bring lunch and liquids and meet Mark at the Park and Ride 
in West Sacramento. From I-80 take the West Capitol Ave exit; turn left at the light; then left again into the 
lot. Plan on a trip lasting into the afternoon.  Sacto AS 
 
 
 
Sunday, October 13, 7:45 am – Central Valley Sandhill Cranes 
As a follow up to our monthly general meeting with a presentation by a world expert on Cranes join me to 
look at the ones that spend the winter months in our own backyard. 
Meet at 7:45 AM at the Mace/ I-80 Park and Ride for a trip to Woodbridge Road and Cosumnes River 
Preserve. Our big target will be lots of Sandhill Cranes, but we should also see lots of raptors, waterfowl 
and shorebirds as well as some riparian woodland birds. There will be gentle walking and roadside 
viewing. 
Bring snacky foods, water, binoculars and layered cold to warm clothing. We should be back by mid-
afternoon. For any questions, call Mary Schiedt at 530-400-7094.  Yolo AS 
                                                                                         
 
Sunday, October 13,  8:00 am – noon - West Struve & Watsonville Slough, Pajaro Dunes               
Leader: Nanci Adams 831-728-5803  
We'll bird for winter waterfowl, sparrows, and other species at West Struve Slough and Watsonville 
Slough behind the Lee Rd. warehouses. Then, we'll head to Pajaro Dunes South for shorebirds, various 
winter passerines, raptors, and gulls at the Pajaro River mouth. We'll also be looking for late migrants.   
Meet: 8:00am at the Wild Bird Haven Del Monte Shopping Center, 1410 Del Monte Center, Monterey.  
Monterey AS 
 
Wednesday, October 16, 8:00 am - William Pond Park 
Leader:  Craig DeMartini, 916-418-4263   cloudwalk7@aol.com  
Meet Craig along the first parking area just past the entrance kiosk, for this morning walk looking for 
returning migrants and resident birds.   Along the river mergansers and goldeneye can be found in the 
backwaters and wrens and towhees call from the bushes.   California Quail, Western Bluebirds and Lark 
Sparrows may be found in the park area.   Trip will end before noon.  A Sac County Park Pass or $5 entry 
fee is required for all vehicles.  From the intersection of Fair Oaks and Arden, follow Arden east and it 
runs into the park.  This is an excellent trip for beginners  Sacto AS 
 
 



Wednesday, October 16, 8:00 am – Berkeley – Emeryville Shoreline                                                       
Leader: Eugenia Larson 915-806-0614   
Carpool leaves at 8:00 AM from El Nido Ranch Road. Meet at 8:30 AM in the parking lot at the north end 
of the Emeryville Marina. Take SR 24 to I-580 west, turn north onto I-80. Take Powell St. exit, turn left on 
Powell, go out to Emeryville Marina, park in last lot near pier. May be cold and windy, dress in layers. 
Loons, grebes, bay ducks and shorebirds.   Category 1.  MDAS 
 
Thursday, October 17, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From 
Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, 
turn left immediately after crossing the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, 
email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching 
Society   
 
Friday, October 18, 8 – 10 am - Corona Heights, San Francisco                                                                      
Leaders:  Brian Fitch; Dominik Mosur, polskatata@yahoo.com (Leaders vary by month.)                             
Meet in front of the Randall Museum, 199 Museum Way, at the end of Museum Way off Roosevelt. We 
will enjoy views of the city and bay as we circle Corona Heights, checking the east canyon woodland and 
north forest for residents and migrants, as well as monitoring the hilltop scrub and south cliff.  GGAS  
 
Friday, October 18, 8:00 am to 11:30 am – Watsonville Slough – Ramsey Park, Watsonville      
Leader: Steve Gerow, stephengerow@aol.com  
We should find late fall migrant and wintering passerines, probably a variety of waterfowl and wading 
birds, some raptors, and who knows what else? Directions: Meet at 8:00 AM at the Watsonville Wetlands 
Nature Center, 30 Harkins Slough Road (the south side of Ramsay Park).     Santa Cruz Bird Club 
Saturday, October 19, 8:30 a. m. - 11:30 a. m. - Coyote Hills Regional Park                                             
Leaders: Jerry Ting and Vicki Robinson, fieldtrips@ohloneaudubon.org 
Fall is one of the best times to bird Coyote Hills. Winter ducks and sparrows will be arriving, the raptors 
will be back, and migrant shorebirds and songbirds will be passing through.  Last year on this date we 
had Pine Siskins and a Magnolia Warbler at the park!  More than 60 species are possible. Come help us 
find them! Rain cancels. Meet at the Visitor Center. $5 parking fee, free to East Bay Parks annual pass 
holders. To reach the park from I-880 take SR-84 towards the Dumbarton Bridge. Exit at Paseo Padre 
Parkway, turn right on Paseo Padre and go about one mile. Turn left on Patterson Ranch Road to enter 
the park.  Ohlone AS 
 
Saturday, October 19, half-day hike, 7:30 am to 12:30 pm - Rancho Corral de Tierra 
Leader: Jennifer Rycenga 650-440-0063 smcbgeditor@earthlink.net  
This area in Montara (just south of the new Tom Lantos Tunnel, sandwiched between Montara State 
Beach and McNee Ranch State Park) has recently become part of the Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area (GGNRA). Habitats include riparian, coastal terrace prairie, chaparral, ranch land, and areas that 
have produced vagrant warblers and other migrants in past years. This trip will include about 3 miles of 
hiking. Bring water, wear sturdy shoes, and dress in layers. Heavy rain cancels.  
Directions: Meet at Montara State Beach Parking lot at 7:30 am (just south of La Costanera restaurant, 
8150 California Route 1, Montara). Depending on the number of participants, we may repark cars closer 
to the starting and ending points for the hike. Check out the Rancho Corral de Tierra entry in the San 
Mateo County Birding Guide: http://birding.sequoia-audubon.org  Sequoia AS 
 
Saturday, October 19, 10 – 11:30 a.m. - Aquatic Park and Waterfront, San Francisco                                     
Leader: Carol Kiser, 415.447.5000  
On this walk for children and beginners, and all others, we will look for resident and migrating birds. Meet 
at the entrance to the Hyde Street Pier at Hyde and Jefferson on the western border of Fisherman’s 
Wharf. Nearby parking is at the foot of Van Ness Ave. (free for 4 hours), Ghirardelli Square, and the 
Anchorage.  GGAS 
 



Saturday, October 19, 8:00 am – noon - South Bank trail to Palo Corona Regional Park                           
Leader: Bill Hill 831-624-3300. 
Recently the Monterey Regional Park District and the Big Sur Land Trust formed a new access trail to the 
east side of Palo Corona Regional Park that runs adjacent to the Carmel River from its trailhead off of 
Rancho San Carlos Rd. in Carmel Valley. We will explore this access trail as it winds its way from the 
Quail Lodge Golf Course area to the east entrance of the park, birding in a variety of habitats from 
riparian to oak woodland, grassland, and golf park environments. If you wish to continue birding inside the 
Park after the field trip, a permit is required and can be obtained at the Regional Park website: 
www.mprpd.org. Group limited to 12, carpooling a must as parking is limited.  
Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven Del Monte Shopping Center, 1410 Del Monte Center, Monterey.                 
Monterey AS 
 
Saturday, October 19, 7:00 am SHARP! Hope Valley – Alpine County, Fall Foliage Birding 
Leader: Dan Brown, 916-362-2458   naturestoc@aol.com  
Autumn color explodes in mid-October at Hope Valley. Join Dan to enjoy the fall foliage and to look for 
resident and specialty birds that include: Sooty (Blue) Grouse, Williamson’s Sapsucker, Steller’s Jay, 
Clark’s Nutcracker, Mountain Chickadee, Townsend’s Solitaire, and Cassin’s Finch. Some of the terrain is 
hilly, so wear sturdy shoes and dress in layers. A camera is a recommended addition to your pack. Bring 
water and lunch. FRS radios would also be helpful on this trip. Meet Dan at the north end of the Raley’s 
parking lot in El Dorado Hills. From Hwy 50 east take Exit #30B; turn right on El Dorado Hills Blvd and go 
north under the freeway to the shopping center on your right. Meet at the far north end of the parking lot. 
We will leave at 7am sharp!  Sacto AS 
 
 
Saturday, October 19, 7:30 AM - Local Hot Spots 
Leader: Bob Reiling: (408) 253-7527.                                                                                                               
Half day - Note Early Start! A chance to visit some of the local hot spots you hear about and, we hope, to 
see some "good" birds. We'll meet at the Alviso Marina. 
Directions: From Hwy. 237 in San Jose take Gold St. north to the end of the street, bear left on Elizabeth 
St. and then right on Hope St. to the Marina parking lot.  SCVAS 
 
Sunday, October 20, 8:00 AM (Half Day) - Charleston Slough 
Leader: Allen Royer: (408) 288-7768.                                                                                                                          
All are encouraged to attend but birding will be geared toward the beginning birder. Directions: Meet at 
Terminal Way at the end of San Antonio Rd. north off Hwy 101 in Mountain View.  SCVAS 
 
Sunday, October 20, 1:30 pm - Family Friendly Nature Walk, Effie Yeaw Nature Center, Ancil 
Hoffman Park www.sacnaturecenter.net  
Everyone is welcome to this joint Effie Yeaw/Sacramento Audubon nature and birding walk.   Meet in 
front of the Nature Center in Ancil Hoffman County Park, at California Avenue and Tarshes Drive.  There 
is a $5 entrance fee to the park, or you can use your Parkway Pass or Nature Center membership card.  
Sacto AS 
 
Sunday, October 20, 8:00 am - Brisbane                                                                                             
Leaders: Laurie Graham & Jeff Fairclough  Email fair80@comcast.net for more info.  
Join Jeff & Laurie as they bird their newest "patch", the town of Brisbane. We will walk the Crocker 
Industrial Park Recreation Trail, beginning at 8 a.m. and lasting 3-4 hours. Leaving early is very easy, as 
the trail is a loop around the industrial park. Bring the usual (water, snack, and jacket). Be aware of two 
things: the trail is gravel, which is hard on the feet if you wear soft shoes, and Brisbane is usually much 
warmer than the surrounding area, as it is in a bowl. Anyone feeling adventurous may wish to BYO lunch 
and explore the north side of San Bruno Mountain in the afternoon. With luck, we may get to see Red-
masked Parakeets!  
Directions: Map coordinates 37.687477,-122.404609. Do not park in the two-hour Dog Park spaces; 
park across the street.  Sequoia AS 
 
 



Sunday, October 20, 7:30 am - Lake Solano/Putah Creek                                                                             
Leader: Sharon Kirkpatrick, 530-220-3735 or  sleclark@ucdavis.edu   
On this trip we'll go to Lake Solano where Yolo County borders Solano County to look for fall regulars. 
Bird sightings may include residents such as Osprey, Phainopepla, Wood Duck and various 
woodpeckers. 
Meet at the marketplace Shopping Center (near Big 5 Sporting Goods, 1301 W. Covell just east of Hwy 
113) at 7:30am until early afternoon. All levels of birders are welcome. Bring water, snacks/lunch, 
binoculars and scopes if you have one. A $5.00/car fee will be needed for parking at the picnic grounds. 
Rain and/or strong wind cancels trip.  Yolo AS 
 
Sunday, October 20, 7:00 am  -  Bodega Bay 
Leaders: Scott Hoppe, 916-835-8471      shoppe01@surewest.net    
                Mark Martucci, 916-833-6722   matuchbirdman@yahoo.com  
Join Scott and Mark for a full day of birding around Bodega Bay, taking in a variety of habitats. Plan to 
see waterfowl, shorebirds, gulls and raptors. Bring lunch, water and warm clothes. Meet at the Park and 
Ride off I-80 in West Sacramento. From Sacramento take the West Capitol Ave exit. Turn left, and the 
Park and Ride will be on your immediate left. This is a good trip for newer birders and experienced birders 
alike.   Sacto AS 
 
Wednesday, October 23, 9:00 am - Mather Lake 
Leader:  Sheila Green, 916-813-1470   raeshei@aol.com  
Mather Lake is a great local birding location, with a nice variety of resident and migrant birds.  
Possibilities include White-tailed Kites, Wild Turkey, California Quail, American Bittern, Green Heron and 
Pied-billed Grebes.   Meet in the parking lot of Mather Regional Park; from Highway 50, go south on 
Zinfandel about 2-1/2 miles.   After crossing Douglas Blvd. take the first left into the park area.   There is a 
$5 per car entrance fee; your Sac County Parkway pass is valid here. This is a wonderful trip for 
beginning birders.  
 
Wednesday, October 23, 9:30 a.m. – noon - Lake Merritt and Lakeside Park, Oakland                              
Leader: Hilary Powers, 510.834.1066, hilary@powersedit.com ; Ruth Tobey, 510.528.2093, 
ruthtobey@gmail.com                                                                                                                                
Life is speeding up at the lake as Fall sets in; we should see some of the first seasonal visitors in 
September, and with luck the trees on the islands will be quiet enough for the kingfisher to return. In 
October, the in-migration should be well under way. Meet at the large spherical cage near the Nature 
Center at Perkins and Bellevue. We will bird around there, then go up the garden path toward Children’s 
Fairyland or walk down the lake toward Embarcadero, after which we will cover what we missed. 
Take the 12, N, or NL bus to Grand and Perkins, and walk into the park on Perkins. Best parking is at the 
boathouse lot near the spherical cage. Entry, via Bellevue near Children’s Fairyland, is $2 if the kiosk is 
occupied when you arrive (which it probably will be). Buy a 2-hour ticket and try to park in the boathouse 
lot, where no one checks how long cars are parked.  GGAS 
 
 
Thursday, October 24, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. The returning waterbirds reach maximum numbers in November. 
Come and see the many species of ducks including pintails, widgeons, shovelers and cinnamon teal.  
Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, 
take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, turn left immediately after crossing 
the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy 
rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching Society   
 
Friday, October 25, 8:00 am to 11:30 am – Natural Bridge & Vicinity                                                              
Leader: Steve Gerow, (831) 426-2476, stephengerow@aol.com                                                                        
There is always a nice variety here, and often something unusual. Directions: Meet at 8:00 AM at the 
Delaware Avenue entrance to Natural Bridges State Beach.  Santa Cruz Bird Club  



Friday, October 25, 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. - North Beach/Telegraph Hill, San Francisco 
Leader: Carlo Arreglo, 415.533.7081, arregloc@gmail.com 
Experience North Beach and Telegraph Hill in a different way in this walk for birders of all ages and 
levels. Beginners are especially welcome! We’ll start at the Coit Tower parking lot and make our way 
around Telegraph Hill, including a descent and ascent of the Greenwich and Filbert Steps. We’ll look for 
resident and migratory birds while taking in some great views of two stunning bridges. 
Meet 8:30 AM at the Coit Tower parking lot. You can park your vehicle here or look for street parking. 
Alternatively, the 39 Coit bus stops at Coit Tower.  GGAS 
 
Saturday, October 26, 8:00 AM - Windy Hill Open Space Preserve 
Leader: Kirsten Holmquist: (408) 747-0988. Half Day. Rain cancels. 
Directions: Meet in the parking lot at Sausal Pond edge of the preserve. From I-280 in Portola Valley 
take Alpine Rd. south (toward hills) about 2.9 miles to the first stop sign, turn right on Portola Rd and go 
0.8 miles to the parking lot on the left side of the road just past the entrance to The Sequoias.  SCVAS 
 
Saturday, October 26, 7:00 am – Abbotts Lagoon, Point Reyes NS                                                         
Leader: David Hutton 925-938-4485 
Carpool leaves Sun Valley at 7:00 AM. The leader is driving directly from Sacramento and not coming to 
the carpool site. Meet at 8:30 AM at Bear Valley Visitor Center, Point Reyes National Seashore. From I-
80 in Vallejo, follow SR 37 19.1 miles to Atherton Avenue, exit and turn left, cross US 101 to San Marin 
Drive and continue for 3 miles. Turn right on Novato Blvd for 6 miles to stop sign, then turn left on Point 
Reyes-Petaluma Road for 7 miles to another stop sign. Turn right across the bridge, go 3 miles to SR 1. 
Turn left into Point Reyes Station. After a stop at the Bovine Bakery for coffee and pastries, continue out 
of town towards Olema, then turn right onto Bear Valley Road. Visitor Center is off Bear Valley. Be 
prepared to carry lunch and liquids. Lots of walking in sand. Category 3.  MDAS 
 
 
Saturday, October 26, 8:30 am to Noon (please plan to stay for the entire time!) Filoli Estate, 
Woodside                                                                                                                                                 
Leaders: Sue James and Martha O'Neal Call Sue James (650) 348-0315 to reserve your spot.   
Filoli Estate is the property of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. We have been invited for a 
morning of birding at this beautiful site on the edge of the San Francisco watershed land. The grounds of 
Filoli have a beautiful formal garden surrounded by large oaks and trails leading to riparian, redwood and 
farm habitats. Over 96 species of birds have been found here. Reservations required because this trip is 
limited to 20 people maximum (sorry, no children under 14). Participants may remain after the field trip to 
walk through the house and /or formal gardens at no charge. No food or picnicking is allowed but light 
food and beverages at the Café are available for purchase and the gift shop will be open.  
Directions: Take Hwy 280 to the Edgewood Road exit; go west. Turn right/north on Canada Road and 
drive approx. one mile to the entrance of Filoli. We will meet in front of the Visitors Center. Heavy Rain 
Cancels.   Sequoia AS 
 
Saturday, October 26, 7:30 am - Sacramento and Colusa NWR’s                                                           
Leaders: Betty Berteaux and Stella Taylor will be leading this trip. Call Betty at 
916-756-1686 for more information or with questions. 
 
Join the Yolo Audubon Society to experience one of the great concentrations of wildlife in North America. 
The marshes at Sacramento and Colusa Wildlife Refuges will be full of waterfowl [geese, swans, ducks, 
and grebes] and shorebirds. We will visit SNWR first. Depending on conditions, we will first take the auto 
tour loop to the viewing platform and then walk the marsh trail. After that, if time, we'll head over to Colusa 
for lunch and the auto tour loop. One wonders if the Falcated Duck will have returned. 
This is a good trip for birding beginners as well as veterans. Viewing will be mostly from the car or viewing 
platforms; very little walking involved. 
Meet in the parking lot near the Big 5 Sport Shop at The Marketplace Shopping Center at Covell and 
Sycamore [1301 West Covell] at 7:30 AM. We will be back in Davis between 2 and 3:00 PM. 
Bring binoculars, spotting scope if you have one, a sack lunch and beverages. Dress in layers. Even if 
clear in Davis, the refuge can be cold and damp.  Yolo AS 



Saturday, October 26, 4:30 pm to 9 pm - Northern Saw-whet Owl Mist Netting and Banding near 
Chico 
Leader:  Linda Pittman,  pittmanl@frontiernet.net 916-715-1876 
Participants must RSVP  -The trip is limited to 10.  
This is a rare chance to observe an owl research project in action. You will learn about the migratory 
ecology of the Northern Saw-whet Owl in the Sierra Nevada foothills with avian ecologist Dawn Garcia 
and her banding crew. Mist-netting and banding will be conducted at the reserve where Dawn is 
researching owl migration.  This study is now in its 9th season!  Participants will observe owl banding and 
data collection and may have an opportunity to release one of the owls!  Confirmation and additional 
information will be provided to participants.   Sacto AS 
 
Saturday, October 26, 8 am – 12 noon - Hayward Shoreline Bicycle Trip                                                       
Leaders:   Michelle Labbe and Jeremy Andersen,  413-687-1179 or labbemichelle@gmail.com 
Meet at 8:00 am at San Leandro BART station following the 7:56 arrival of the train from MacArthur, or 
meet at 8:25 am at end of Monarch Bay Dr. adjacent to trailhead. This trip lasts into the afternoon. A call 
or email is appreciated but not necessary. We will go south on the SF Bay Trail from the San Leandro 
Marina to the Hayward Shoreline Regional Park, and the Hayward Shoreline Interpretive Center, making 
about a 20 mile round trip. Some parts of the trails are paved, and others easily negotiable. Dress for 
variable weather. Bicycle helmet required. Bring lunch and liquids. Rain cancels. All levels of birders and 
bicyclists welcome!   
Allow time to get your BART ticket processed and your bicycle to the platform. Directions by car: From 
880 in San Leandro, take the Marina Blvd. exit (west) and in 1.4 mi turn left onto Monarch Bay Dr. Go to 
the end to the last parking lot at San Leandro Marina Park. BART schedules:  http://www.bart.gov  GGAS 
 
Saturday, October 26, 3:30 pm - Sandhill Cranes and Other Wintering Birds of the Sacramento 
Valley - A Save Our Sandhill Cranes-sponsored trip 
Coordinator: Mike Savino, 916-446-1392 
Our Sandhill Cranes are back! They, as well as a variety of ducks, swans, geese, and shorebirds, feed in 
the flooded fields and marshy areas of the delta, and hawks patrol overhead. Meet at the Cosumnes 
River Preserve Visitor Center deck at 3:30pm to hear a brief presentation of Sandhill Crane behavior, 
biology and status. Then we’ll stroll the boardwalk in the Lost Slough Wetlands, enjoying views of the 
cranes, wintering waterfowl and shorebirds. Afterwards, we’ll drive along Desmond Road and possibly to 
Woodbridge Road or Staten Island, to see flocks of cranes fly in to roost for the night. Dress for 
changeable weather and bring binoculars. Scopes are helpful. From Sacramento, take I-5 south to Twin 
Cities Road; go left (east) to the stop sign at Franklin Blvd; turn right (south) on Franklin and, driving 
through the Preserve, watch for the Visitor Center parking lot on your left. Further directions and maps 
are available at www.cosumnes.org. This is a great trip for beginners and for families.   SOSC/Sacto AS 
 
Sunday, October 27, 7:30 am - Spenceville Wildlife Area 
Leader: Richard Barbieri, 916-761-1124   offleash56@yahoo.com  
This scenic recreational area of rolling hillsides, streams, reservoirs and ponds offers a variety of wildlife. 
Join Richard as he searches this foothill area for wintering waterfowl, raptors and passerine species. The 
trip involves moderate hiking; wear appropriate footwear and layered clothing. Bring lunch, plenty of 
water, and dress for changeable weather. Meet Richard at Brookfield’s restaurant parking lot in Roseville. 
Take Eureka Road exit off I-80; go right on Eureka and first left at the stoplight (Taylor Road). The 
restaurant is located behind the Shell gas station.  Sacto  AS 
 
Sunday, October 27, Beginning Birding Field Trip  -  William Pond Park 
These beginners’ field trips are designed to introduce new birders to the fun of birding. Limited to 10 
people per trip with 3 Audubon trip leaders, it’s a low-key introduction to finding and identifying birds. 
Registration is required. Contact Cathie LaZier at empid@earthlink.net , 916-457-6882.   Sacto AS  
 
Sunday, October 27, 3:30 pm 
Sandhill Cranes and Other Wintering Birds of the Sacramento Valley 
A Save Our Sandhill Cranes-sponsored trip.  See information for Saturday’s Sandhill Crane trip.                 
Sacto AS 



Sunday, October 27, 8:30 AM (Half day) - Grant Ranch County Park  
Leader: Rich Page: (408) 377-1092. Fresh water ducks, oak woodland birds and possible Golden Eagle. 
A Park entrance fee will be required for the last half of the trip. This will be a moderate 2 mile walk. Lunch 
optional; rain cancels. 
Directions: From I-680 take Alum Rock Ave. northeast, turn right on Hamilton Rd. and go approximately 
9 miles to the park. Meet at Grant Lake (aka Hall's Valley Lake) parking lot, which is the first parking lot 
on the left side of the road (do not enter the Main Park Entrance on the right).  SCVAS 
 
Monday, October 28, 8:00 am - Colusa National Wildlife Refuge 
Leader: Dan Tankersley, 916-662-1290   dtankers@winfirst.com  
The Colusa NWR is another great location in the Central Valley to view large waterfowl concentrations. 
There will be many duck species and plenty of Snow, Ross’s, Greater White-fronted and possibly a few 
Cackling Geese as well as other wetland birds. Eurasian Wigeon is often seen here as well, and we can 
expect many raptors with the possibility of Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon. We will spend a good 
amount of time on the main viewing platform, and then take an easy walk on a level trail through riparian 
habitat next to the main viewing pond. We will then take the short auto tour and finish our outing with a 
return visit to the platform. Be prepared for cold and damp weather. Weather permitting, there should be 
ample photo ops. Scopes and FRS radios will be helpful on this trip. Meet Dan at the Mace Blvd Park and 
Ride.  From Sacramento, take I-80 west towards Davis to Mace Blvd (Exit #75); turn right (north) and then 
right again at the signal light to the Park and Ride entrance a short distance beyond Ikeda’s Market. We 
will meet on the south side of the parking lot in the row nearest the big round water tank. Rain, strong 
wind, or thick fog cancels. Bring snacks and liquids as the trip will end in the very late morning to very 
early afternoon.  Sacto AS 
Wednesday, October 30, 9:30 a.m. – noon - Lake Merritt and Lakeside Park, Oakland                              
Leader: Hilary Powers, 510.834.1066, hilary@powersedit.com ; Ruth Tobey, 510.528.2093, 
ruthtobey@gmail.com                                                                                                                                         
Meet at the large spherical cage near the Nature Center at Perkins and Bellevue. We will bird around 
there, then go up the garden path toward Children’s Fairyland or walk down the lake toward 
Embarcadero, after which we will cover what we missed. This is high summer at the lake, which means 
the winter migrant population is essentially zero. But there’s always something interesting going on in the 
trees or out among the islands.                                                                                                                              
Take the 12, N, or NL bus to Grand and Perkins, and walk into the park on Perkins. Best parking is at the 
boathouse lot near the spherical cage. Entry, via Bellevue near Children’s Fairyland, is $2 if the kiosk is 
occupied when you arrive (which it probably will be). Buy a 2-hour ticket and try to park in the boathouse 
lot, where no one checks how long cars are parked.  GGAS 
 
Thursday, October 31, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. The returning waterbirds reach maximum numbers in November. 
Come and see the many species of ducks including pintails, widgeons, shovelers and cinnamon teal.  
Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, 
take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, turn left immediately after crossing 
the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy 
rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching Society   
 
 
Friday – Sunday, November 1 – 3 - Sandhill Crane Festival – Lodi, 
California   http://www.cranefestival.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday, November 2, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm - Ward Creek Canyon, Hayward   
Leaders: Brenda Senturia and Vicki Robinson  fieldtrips@ohloneaudubon.org 
 
The trail along Ward Creek in Hayward runs for about 3 miles through a heavily wooded greenbelt and 
offers the possibility of locating some hard-to-find species: Pacific Wren, Varied Thrush, and Golden-
crowned Kinglet.  We will also look for Hairy Woodpecker, Brown Creeper, Red-breasted Sapsucker, and 
wintering warblers.  We will meet at the upper end of the greenbelt and hike down, leaving the trail to visit 
East Avenue Park on the way. Scopes will be a liability unless you are very agile. A walking stick would 
be helpful for a few steep areas.  Bring some snacks for a restroom break at East Avenue Park.  Heavy 
rain cancels. To reach the starting point, from Mission Blvd (Rte 238) in Hayward, take Carlos Bee east 
up the hill toward Cal State East Bay. Pass the entrance to the college and take the next left on Campus 
Drive (traffic light). Drive downhill and at the bottom of a sweeping curve turn right on Oakes.  We will 
meet at the greenbelt trailhead on Oakes Drive at the junction with Campus Drive. We will then carpool to 
the upper end of the trail.   Ohlone AS	  	  

Saturday, November 2, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm - Bedwell-Bayfront Park, Menlo Park                                         
Leader: Don Pendleton pen55ton@yahoo.com                                                                                                   
With its marsh, mudflats, open fields and trees any bird can turn up at this park. Come and look at 
shorebirds, waterfowl and resident birds. Join Don at this local gem and view the Cargill salt flats that may 
soon become a housing development.                                                                                                   
Directions: Take hwy 101 to Marsh Rd. in Menlo Park. Travel east on Marsh Rd. When Marsh Rd. ends 
at Bayfront Expressway go straight into the park. Meet at the parking lot by the restrooms.   Sequoia AS 

Saturday, November 2, 8:00 AM - Moss Landing & Vicinity 
Leader: Norm Kikuchi: (831) 459-9424. Half day.                                                                                      
Weather conditions can be highly variable so dress in layers, bring lunch and liquids. Highlights: 
Shorebirds, waterfowl and early migrants.                                                                                              
Directions: Meet in Moss Landing in the big parking lot and boat launch ramp just north of the Elkhorn 
Slough Bridge off Hwy 1 next to the Sea Harvest Restaurant.  SCVAS 

Saturday, November 2, 8:00 am - Mather Lake  
Leader: Wayne Blunk, 916-876-0457   Wayne.Blunk@gmail.com  
Mather Lake is one of Wayne’s favorite birding locations, and he usually turns up quite a list of bird 
species. Join him to look for a nice variety of resident and migrant birds. Possibilities include White-tailed 
Kites, Wild Turkey, California Quail, American Bittern, Green Heron, Pied-billed Grebe and Common 
Yellowthroat.  Meet in the parking lot of Mather Regional Park; from Highway 50, go south on Zinfandel 
about 2-1/2 miles.   After crossing Douglas Blvd. take the first left into the park area.   There is a $5 per 
car entrance fee; your Sac County Parkway pass is valid here. This is a wonderful trip for beginning 
birders.   Sacto AS 

Sunday, November 3, 8:00 AM (Half Day) - Alum Rock Park  
Leader: Jim Johnson: (408) 996-3506.                                                                                                             
Moderately strenuous 3 to 4 mile walk looking for resident breeding birds. Possible entrance fee. Lunch 
optional; rain cancels.  Directions: From Hwy 101 or I-680 take McKee Rd. northeast toward the hills 
then left on Toyon Ave. then right on Penitencia Creek Rd. and continue on into the park. Drive under the 
bridge and meet at the far end of the parking lot.  SCVAS 

Sunday, November 3, 8:00 to 11:00 am – Quail Hollow  
Leader: Eric Feuss  Quail Hollow is a beautiful Santa Cruz Park with a good variety of species and 
habitats. Join us for a relaxed mornings birding. Directions: meet at 8:00 AM in the Quail Hollow parking 
lot (800 Quail Hollow Drive, Felton).  Santa Cruz Bird Club 
 
 
 



Sunday, November 3, 8 – 10:30 am - San Francisco Botanical Garden                                                      
Leaders: Dominik Mosur, polskatata@yahoo.com; Alan Ridley, allanrid@pacbell.net; Helen McKenna, 
415.566.3241 (Ginny Marshall will return. Leaders vary by month.)                                                                 
The garden has several micro-habitats that attract an array of resident, migrant, and vagrant birds. This 
monthly trip is oriented toward helping beginning birders develop their skills. The garden charges 
$7/person if you are not an SF resident or garden member. Bring identification for residency and 
membership status. Meet at the front gate of the garden in Golden Gate Park, 9th Ave. at Lincoln Way.  
GGAS 
Sunday, November 3 – 7:00 am-mid-afternoon - East Pinnacles National Park hike 
This is one of the most beautiful yet undervisited times of year at Pinnacles. We will be doing the 2.5 mile 
hike (moderately strenuous) from the Bear Gulch Visitors Center on the east side of the park to the 
reservoir and then return by way of the Rim and High Peaks Trails. Target birds include California 
Condor, Canyon Wren, White-throated Swift, and Varied Thrush. We will look through mixed sparrow 
flocks and search for soaring raptors. This time of year also has good potential for unexpected vagrants. 
Wear comfortable shoes and bring food and water.  
Meet: First meetup at Nob Hill on the corner of Hwy 68 and Blanco in Salinas at 7am. Second meetup at 
the Windmill Market in San Juan Bautista at 7:30. Fee: $5.00 per car entrance fee to the monument and 
carpooling is strongly encouraged. RSVP: Required to reserve space R.J. Adams 831-771-9303 
rjadams55@yahoo.com .  Monterey AS 
 
Sunday, November 3, 8:30 am,  BKS Preserve, Sacramento County 
Leader:  Frank Gray, 916-723-5249   Fgray4birds@aol.com  
Join Frank for our third annual trip to this 338 plus-acre preserve in the Natomas Basin.  It is open to the 
general public only for rare guided trips and run by the Natomas Basin Conservancy.  Properties there 
were converted from farmlands to marshland and upland habitats, mostly in the last decade.  This 
provides multi-species habitat mitigation via a Federal and State-overseen Habitat Conservation plan.  
There will be chances to see many marshland and other bird species, as well as to learn about mitigation 
actions for plants and wildlife there.   Tour of the preserve will be on foot, possibly at least a mile of 
walking on dirt roads.  Later we expect to visit one or more birding sites in North Natomas.  Locations will 
be determined before the trip, based upon water availability and other conditions.  Mosquitos and no 
restrooms are possible.Meet at the Park & Ride off I-80 in West Sacramento. From Sacramento, take the 
West Capitol Ave. Exit #81; turn left at the light and then left again into the Park & Ride lot.  The trip will 
probably be over by noon or early afternoon.  Pouring rain cancels.   Sacto AS 
 
Wednesday, November 6, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm - Wavecrest, Half Moon Bay                                       
Leader: Donna Pomeroy dpom@comcast.net   
The focus of this trip will be raptors. The grasslands of Wavecrest are an important wintering ground for a 
variety of species of raptors, especially White-tailed Kites, Northern Harriers and Red-tailed Hawks, as 
well as Red-shouldered Hawks and American Kestrels. The numbers of these birds here are impressive. 
We will also walk down to the bluffs overlooking the ocean and look for shorebirds and waterbirds. Expect 
cool and breezy weather. Please bring a scope if you have one. 
Directions: Meet at the west end of Wavecrest Road by the ballfields. Wavecrest Road is 1.5 miles south 
of Highways 1 & 92 in Half Moon Bay at the intersection with the red double-decker bus at Cameron's 
Pub and Inn.  Sequoia AS 
 
Wednesday, November 6, 8:00 am - Cosumnes River Preserve Boardwalk and Woodbridge Road  
Leader:  Cathie LaZier, 916-457-6882, empid@earthlink.net                                                                      
Our Sandhill Cranes are back for the winter, joining swans, geese and a wide variety of duck species.   
Yellowlegs and Wilson’s Snipe will be in the shallower water, and other shorebirds are possible.   We’ll 
walk the CRP boardwalk loop first; then drive along Desmond Road for more views of waterfowl.  Then 
we’ll drive to Woodbridge Road, making a couple of birding stops.   Meet Cathie at the Nugget Market at 
8 am. Going south on I-5, take the Florin Road West exit; go west to the first signal light, (Greenhaven 
Drive), and make a U-turn.  The parking area for the market will be on the right.   Secondary meeting 
place is the CRP Visitor Center parking lot about 8:30 am.  Bring water and snacks and dress for 
changeable weather.  FRS radios and spotting scopes are helpful if you have them. This is a great trip for 
beginning birders.   Sacto AS 



Thursday, November 7, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. The returning waterbirds reach maximum numbers in November. 
Come and see the many species of ducks including pintails, widgeons, shovelers and cinnamon teal.  
Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, 
take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, turn left immediately after crossing 
the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy 
rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching Society  
 
 
Saturday, November 9, 8:00 am - Bushy Lake, American River Parkway 
Leader: Darrell Mohr, 916-225-3999   mohrdd@gmail.com  
Meet Darrell in the cul-de-sac at the south end of Ethan Way, just south of where Hurley Way goes into 
Gate 12 of Cal Expo.  Darrell will be looking for a variety of resident and wintering species; Wood Ducks 
are a good possibility on the lake.  This will be a 1 to 2 mile hike that will take 2 to 3 hours. You may want 
to bring water. This is a good trip for beginners and more experienced birders.   Sacto AS 
 
 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 9-10 - RAPTORAMA!   
SAS will co-sponsor, with Coastside Land Trust, a 2-day celebration of the birds of 
Wavecrest, specifically the large numbers of birds of prey that use this special coastal 
area in Half Moon Bay.  
Information: http://www.coastsidelandtrust.org/newandevents/raptorama.html 
 
 
 
Sunday, November 10, 8:00 am - hike will last 3-4 hours Edgewood County Park and Natural 
Preserve                                                                                                                                                  
Leader: Susie Hons susieturtlewings@me.com   
Explore Edgewood Natural Preserve throughout the seasons with Susie Hons. Hike through oak 
woodlands and natural meadows. Look for California Thrasher, Wrentit, Oak Titmouse and Western 
Bluebird year round. In fall and winter the park hosts many migrant birds. Hike 3-5 miles with some hills. 
Directions: take 280 to Edgewood Rd. in Woodside. Go east down Edgewood to the park entrance on 
the right. Meet at the Nature Center.  Sequoia AS 
 
 
 
Sunday, November 10, 7:00 am - Colusa National Wildlife Refuge 
Leader: Mark Martucci, 916-833-6722   matuchbirdman@yahoo.com  
The Colusa NWR is another great location in the Central Valley to view large waterfowl concentrations. 
There will be many duck species and plenty of Snow, Ross’s, Greater White-fronted and possibly a few 
Cackling Geese as well as other wetland birds. Eurasian Wigeon is often seen here as well, and we can 
expect many raptors with the possibility of Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon. We will spend a good 
amount of time on the main viewing platform, and then take an easy walk on a level trail through riparian 
habitat next to the main viewing pond. We will then take the short auto tour and finish our outing with a 
return visit to the platform. Be prepared for cold and damp weather.   Meet Mark at the Bel Air shopping 
center on Arena Blvd.  From Sacramento, take I-5 north to Arena Blvd., go west (left) over the freeway.  
Take the first left, Duckhorn Rd., and then turn right into the parking area.  We will meet on the north side 
of the parking lot between Wells Fargo and Golden 1.  Sacto AS 
  
 
 
 



Tuesday, November 12, 9:00 am - MCNABNEY MARSH/MOUNTAIN VIEW SANITARY PLANT, 
Martinez                                                                                                                                                       
Leader: Steve Taylor  925-828-8810                                                                                                                  
Meet at 9 AM at the Mt. View Sanitary Visitor Center. Exit from I-680 southbound at Arthur Road, turn left 
and go under the freeway. Exit I-680 northbound at Pacheco Blvd, turn right onto Arthur Road and go 
under the freeway. Arthur Road will turn left. At .4 miles turn sharp left onto Mt. View Sanitary’s private 
road. Follow the road through the entry gate, alongside the freeway and through the tunnel under I-680. 
Park and sign-in at the Visitor Center. Trails may be muddy. Close-up looks at dabbling ducks; possibly 
bitterns and herons. After walking around the ponds we will drive back through the tunnel to the viewing 
platform on the left to observe more birds and also complete a check list of the birds we saw at the 
ponds. If you wish, bring a lunch and explore Martinez shoreline in the afternoon on your own.Category 2.  
MDAS 
 
 
Thursday, November 14, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. The returning waterbirds reach maximum numbers in November. 
Come and see the many species of ducks including pintails, widgeons, shovelers and cinnamon teal.  
Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, 
take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, turn left immediately after crossing 
the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy 
rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching Society   
 
Friday, November 15, 8 – 10 am - Corona Heights, San Francisco                                                                      
Leaders:  Brian Fitch; Dominik Mosur, polskatata@yahoo.com (Leaders vary by month.)                             
Meet in front of the Randall Museum, 199 Museum Way, at the end of Museum Way off Roosevelt. We 
will enjoy views of the city and bay as we circle Corona Heights, checking the east canyon woodland and 
north forest for residents and migrants, as well as monitoring the hilltop scrub and south cliff.  GGAS  
 
 
Saturday, November 16 - 8:00 am-noon - West Marine & Watsonville Slough area 
This is rewarding birding along an easy trail behind West Marine. Winter waterfowl, including Hooded 
Mergansers, abound here. It is also an excellent place to try for the American Bittern and Green Heron.  
Then, we'll move on to the Kearney-Ford loop for more winter species at Watsonville Slough.  
Meet: 8:00am at the Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Nanci Adams 831-728-5803  Monterey AS 
 
Saturday November 16, 9:30 am to 4 pm - Birds of San Pablo Bay and North SF Bay  - Boat Tour 
Dolphin Charters, with Bob Lewis   
Cost: $85 for GGAS members, $95 for non-members.  Click h  ere to register. 
 
Join Dolphin Charters and GGAS to explore northern San Francisco Bay and San Pablo Bay, home to 
thousands of wintering birds. Led by GGAS birding instructor Bob Lewis, we’ll cruise from Berkeley to 
the Golden Gate Bridge and north into San Pablo Bay. Leaving from the Berkeley Marina, we will proceed 
along the old Berkeley ferry pier to see what’s shaking, turn north and head over to Southhampton Shoal, 
and then on to the Richmond Inner Harbor and Brooks Island and its breakwater. 
 
Leaving this area we’ll travel to Red Rock before passing under the Richmond/San Rafael Bridge and our 
views of East and West Brothers Islands. This trip offers water bird and marine mammal viewing in 
stunning locations, many of which can only be seen by boat.  In addition to the many ducks, loons, 
pelicans and gulls that come into the Bay for the winter, we can also expect to see resident cormorants, 
grebes, terns and murres. 
Dress in layers.  Bring liquids and lunch.  Depart and return from Berkeley Marina; directions will be 
emailed to registered participants. Trip is limited to 25 people. If it fills up, there will be an online waiting 
list.  GGAS 
 



Saturday, November 16 - 7:30 am – Charleston Slough                                                                               
Leader: Eugenia Larsen  925-806-0644                                                                                                        
Carpool leaves at 7:30 AM from Sycamore Valley Road Park and Ride. Meet at Terminal Road in 
Mountain View at 8:30 AM. Take I-680, exit Mission Boulevard west. Continue through two traffic lights 
and take I-880 ramp south. Exit to SR 237, connect to US 101 north at Moffett Field. Exit at San Antonio 
Road, turn right (north) to Terminal Road, turn right and park. Entrance is on left. Other areas of interest 
in the South Bay are Palo Alto Baylands, Alviso and Redwood Shores. Shorebirds and waterfowl should 
be plentiful. Bring lunch and a beverage. Category 2.   MDAS 
 
Saturday, November 16, 8:30 am - noon - Pacific Commons Linear Park & Coyote Creek Lagoon 
Leaders: Brenda Senturia and Rich Nicholson  fieldtrips@ohloneaudubon.org  
 
Fremont’s Pacific Commons Linear Park is a productive winter birding site. The ponds are excellent for 
many waterfowl species.  Waders such as American Bittern inhabit the pond edges and wetlands. The 
fields are productive for wintering sparrows and possibly Tri-Colored Blackbirds or even a stray Yellow-
Headed Blackbird. We have a good chance at seeing interesting raptors.  Snow, Ross’s and Cackling 
Geese often visit this time of year.  To reach the park, exit I-880 in Fremont at Auto Mall Parkway. Go 
west on Auto Mall Parkway for a mile to a small pull-off area on the left at an entrance sign, and park 
along the road.  After birding Pacific Commons, we will carpool about 3 miles south along Cushing 
Parkway and Fremont Blvd.  to Coyote Creek Lagoon trail for some wetlands and salt marsh birding.  
This area is good for shorebirds and gulls. Bring a scope if you have one.  Heavy rain cancels.  No 
facilities at Pacific Commons, but we will make a stop en route to Coyote Creek.  Ohlone AS 
 
Sunday, November 17, 8:30 am - Noon - Redwood Shores Walking Tour                                            
Leader: Sonny Mencher Questions?  Email sequoiaaudubon@yahoo.com. (even morning of trip)  
Visit many of the best birding sites in Redwood Shores other than Radio Road. We will walk about 4 miles 
at a leisurely pace on level ground. Several restroom sites will be available. Beginners are welcome. 
Bring a beverage and trail snack. 
Directions: Meet in front of Starbucks next to Nob Hill Market, located about 1/3 mile east of the 
Redwood Shores/ Holly St/101 interchange.  Sequoia AS 
 
 
Wednesday, November 20, 10:00 - 1:00 - Berkeley Pier and environs   
Leaders: Jim and Linda Hargrove  fieldtrips@ohloneaudubon.org 
 
Join us on a walk out the Berkeley Pier, about one mile round trip, in search of Brandt’s and Pelagic 
Cormorants, loons, shorebirds, and uncommon visitors like Red-Necked Grebe and Parasitic 
Jaeger. We’ll also check out the marina and visit Cesar Chavez park if time allows to look for Burrowing 
Owls. Scopes are helpful.  Be prepared for cold and wind. Heavy and pervasive rain cancels. Beginners 
welcome. To reach the pier, go west from I-80 on University Avenue in Berkeley.  Park along Seawall 
Drive facing the bay or in one of the parking lots off of University Avenue near the marina, and meet at 
the foot of the pier.  Ohlone AS 
 
 
Thursday, November 21, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From 
Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, 
turn left immediately after crossing the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, 
email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching 
Society   
 
 
 



Thursday – Sunday, November 21-24, 2013 - 17th Annual CENTRAL 
VALLEY BIRDING SYMPOSIUM,  Stockton Hilton Hotel, Stockton CA  
http://www.2013cvbs.org/ 
 
 
 
Thursday, November 21, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. The returning waterbirds reach maximum numbers in November. 
Come and see the many species of ducks including pintails, widgeons, shovelers and cinnamon teal.  
Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, 
take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, turn left immediately after crossing 
the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy 
rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching Society   
 
 
Sunday, November 24, 8:00 am Brisbane                                                                                             
Leaders: Laurie Graham & Jeff Fairclough  Email fair80@comcast.net for more info.  
Join Jeff & Laurie as they bird their newest "patch", the town of Brisbane. We will walk the Crocker 
Industrial Park Recreation Trail, beginning at 8 a.m. and lasting 3-4 hours. Leaving early is very easy, as 
the trail is a loop around the industrial park. Bring the usual (water, snack, and jacket). Be aware of two 
things: the trail is gravel, which is hard on the feet if you wear soft shoes, and Brisbane is usually much 
warmer than the surrounding area, as it is in a bowl. Anyone feeling adventurous may wish to BYO lunch 
and explore the north side of San Bruno Mountain in the afternoon. With luck, we may get to see Red-
masked Parakeets!  
Directions: Map coordinates 37.687477,-122.404609. Do not park in the two-hour Dog Park spaces; 
park across the street.  Sequoia AS 
 
 
 
Saturday, November 30, 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM - Lake Chabot Regional Park 
Leaders: Rich Nicholson and Nancy Christensen  fieldtrips@ohloneaudubon.org 
 
Lake Chabot Regional Park offers a variety of habitats for birdwatching – riparian, grassland, oak 
savannah, marshy shoreline, and open water. We’ll look for flocks of wintering residents – kinglets, 
sparrows, thrushes, woodpeckers, jays, wrens, raptors, and more. Lake Chabot is usually a good spot for 
wintering waterfowl and waders.  We might see the Bald Eagles that nested there this year!  Meet at the 
parking area across from the Police and Fire Headquarters.  Take Lake Chabot Road north from Castro 
Valley Boulevard for 1.6 miles. Turn right just before the East Bay Regional Park District sign. Follow the 
road uphill for .7 miles to the parking area on the left.  We will hike a few miles over mostly moderate 
terrain with a few steep hills and possibly mud.  Heavy rain cancels.  Ohlone AS 
 
Saturday, November 30, 7:00 AM - Limontour, Point Reyes N.S.                                                                  
Leader:  Maury Stern  925-284-5980   
Carpool leaves at 7:00 AM from El Nido Ranch Road. Meet at 8:30 AM at the Bear Valley Visitor Center, 
Point Reyes National Seashore. Take SR 24 to Oakland, then I-580 west to Richmond and the San 
Rafael Bridge (toll). From US 101 north, take Central San Rafael exit. Go 2 blocks, turn left on 3rd Street 
and continue west to Sir Francis Drake Blvd. Turn right on Sir Francis Drake. At SR 1 at Olema, turn right 
for 0.25 miles, then turn left on Bear Valley Road. Visitor Center is off Bear Valley. This trip includes 
forest birds on the ridge and ducks, shorebirds and often loons and grebes on the bay. Bring lunch and a 
beverage. Category 2.  MDAS 
 



 
Wednesday, December 4, 10:30 am -12:30 pm - Millbrae Bayfront Park                                                                              
Leader: Donna Pomeroy. dpom@comcast.net 
Millbrae Bayfront Park is one of the best locations in San Mateo County to look for the endangered 
California Clapper Rail. As high tide approaches around noon, we will have an excellent chance to see 
this normally elusive bird out in the open. This is also an excellent location to view the large number of 
ducks and shorebirds that use this part of San Francisco Bay as a wintering ground. Meet at the free 
public parking for the Marriott Hotel. 
Directions: Bayfront Park is located at the corner of Millbrae Ave. and Old Bayshore. Take US 101 to the 
Millbrae exit, and go east. Where Millbrae Ave. ends, turn right onto Bayshore Hwy. Take your next 
available left (a turn lane is provided) into the Marriot Hotel›s parking lot, and bear left. There are a 
handful of spaces here set aside for Bayfront Park. There are a handful of overflow spaces in the Westin 
lot, which is the first right off of Bayshore after you turn off of Millbrae.  Sequoia AS 
 
Thursday, December 5, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From 
Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, 
turn left immediately after crossing the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, 
email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching 
Society   
 
Saturday, December 7,  8:20 am-noon - Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Reserve                            
Leader/RSVP: Rick Fournier 831-633-0572   
Winter is truly one of the best times of year to bird the watershed for overall diversity and abundance of 
ducks, shorebirds and wintering land birds.   
Meet: 8:20am Reserve’s Visitor Center on Elkhorn Rd. Fee: $4.00 per person entrance fee.  Monterey AS 
 
Saturday/Sunday, December 7/8 – Sacramento Refuges                                                                        
Leader:  Terry Colborn at tlcgdc@aol.com  or 916.705.8991 
This weekend field trip will include visits to several wonderful wildlife refuges in the Sacramento Valley. 
Collectively these sanctuaries are home to tens of thousands of wintering ducks, geese and swans. We’ll 
also bird a few areas that are off the beaten path. For centuries the vast wetlands of the greater 
Sacramento Valley have hosted millions of wintering waterfowl. Today less than 5% of these vital 
wetlands remain, magnifying the significant importance of our state and federal refuge systems. On 
Saturday we’ll tour Sacramento NWR, a 10,800 acre complex with over 7,600 acres of seasonally 
managed ponds and wetlands. Sac NWR is one of the premier waterfowl refuges in California and a 
critically important resting and feeding area for tens of thousands of wintering ducks and geese. From late 
October to early March there are typically over 600,000 ducks and 200,000 geese on the seasonal ponds 
and adjoining open fields; numbers peek in December and January. Twenty-five percent of the world’s 
Aleutian Canada Goose population winters at Sac NWR. Other species of significant importance include 
Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon. We’ll also visit other nearby units of the Sacramento NWR complex in 
search of Sandhill Cranes, Tri-colored Blackbirds, raptors, herons, egrets and shorebirds. At days end, 
we’ll enjoy a group dinner; overnight in Williams. On Sunday we’ll explore the rural farm roads outside of 
Williams looking for wintering raptors. On past trips we’ve found Ferruginous and Rough-legged hawks, 
Prairie Falcon and Golden Eagle. We’ll visit Colusa NWR, a 4,600 acre refuge, and another important 
haven to wildlife. Here we’ll search for Barn and Great Horned Owls, Wood Duck and Hooded Merganser, 
as well as Eurasian Wigeon. We’ll also bird the Sutter Buttes area, remnants of an ancient volcano and 
the world’s smallest mountain range. Target species include Mountain Bluebird, Prairie Falcon, 
Loggerhead Shrike and Golden Eagle. Late afternoon will find us at Gray Lodge WMA, where we expect 
to see large flocks of Snow and Ross’s Geese. We’ll look and listen for Sora, Virginia Rail and American 
Bittern, and check out the Harry and Betty Adamson hides; Harry is a renowned wildlife artist and the 
Sutter Buttes/Gray Lodge area is featured in many of his paintings. He and his late wife, Betty, were 
founding members of MDAS. We’ll stay at the refuge until dusk. As the sun sets over the Coast Range, 
thousands of White-faced Ibis, ducks and geese take to wing and fly off to nearby fields to feed during the 



night - truly a spectacle to behold. This is a very popular trip, and space is limited; carpooling is essential. 
This is a great trip for beginners and seasoned birders alike. There are several motels in Williams; early 
room reservations are recommended. Participants may opt to arrive on Friday night for the 7:00am start 
time on Saturday. Category 2.  TLC/MDAS 
 
Sunday, December 8, 8:00 am - hike will last 3-4 hours Edgewood County Park and Natural 
Preserve                                                                                                                                                      
Leader: Susie Hons susieturtlewings@me.com   
Explore Edgewood Natural Preserve throughout the seasons with Susie Hons. Hike through oak 
woodlands and natural meadows. Look for California Thrasher, Wrentit, Oak Titmouse and Western 
Bluebird year round. In fall and winter the park hosts many migrant birds. Hike 3-5 miles with some hills. 
Directions: take 280 to Edgewood Rd. in Woodside. Go east down Edgewood to the park entrance on 
the right. Meet at the Nature Center.  Sequoia AS 
 
Thursday, December 12, 8:15 am – Niles Area                                                                                                      
Leader:  Jimm Edgar  510-658-2330 
Carpool leaves Sycamore Valley Road Park and Ride at 8:15 AM. Meet at the Vallejo Mill Park in 
Fremont at 9 AM. Take I-680 south to Niles Canyon exit, turn right (west), follow SR 84 about 7 miles 
towards the Niles District. The park is at SR 84 and Mission Blvd. We follow Alameda Creek and visit 
some of the old gravel pits, which have been re-landscaped as parkland. Category 2.  MDAS 

Thursday, December 12 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From 
Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, 
turn left immediately after crossing the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, 
email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching 
Society   

 
Saturday, December 14, 7:15 am,  Raptors and more – Southeast Solano County 
Leader:  Gary Fregien  916-708-0636                                                                                                                     
Carpool leaves Sun Valley at 7:15 AM. Meet the leader at 8 AM at Suisun City McDonald’s, Hwy 12 and 
Sunset Avenue. Take I-680 north, cross bridge to Benicia (toll) and merge to I-80 east at Cordelia. Then 
take Hwy 12 east toward Rio Vista for approximately 4 miles to Sunset Avenue, where you will make a 
left turn at the signal light into the shopping center. The McDonald’s is on the right. We will bird east on 
Hwy 12 and Creed Rd to the vicinity of Hwy 113 and Robinson Road, possibly including Jepson Prairie. 
We will make several stops, looking for migrating waterfowl, passerines and winter raptors, especially 
Flannery and McCormack Roads in search of the elusive Mountain Plover. From there, given time, we 
may travel to the Bird’s Landing area, where we should see Tri-colored Blackbirds among other 
passerines and possibly to Montezuma Slough for waterfowl. Plan to spend 3-4 hours birding, plus driving 
time getting there and back. There will be minimal hiking, but dress for seasonal conditions. Bring along 
hand held radios, food and water. Car pooling is strongly advised, due to limited access at stops and the 
distance traveled. Please call the leader if you plan to carpool from Sun Valley, he is driving from 
Sacramento to meet us in Suisun City. . Category 1  MDAS 
 
Saturday, December 14,  Half Moon Bay - Companion Field Trip to our Dec. General Meeting: Gull 
Identification                                                                                                                                                  
Leader: Al Jaramillo - Contact: Ginny Marshall ginnybirder@sbcglobal.net 
Join Al Jaramillo in Half Moon Bay to learn the fine points of gull ID. Al actually makes gulls fun! The time 
and location will be announced later. 
There will be a $5.00 fee for this field trip.  Sequoia AS 



Thursday, December 19, 8:30 am to Noon - LAS GALLINAS STORAGE PONDS                                              
With David Weinstock                                                                                                                             
Continuing a tradition started by Bruce Bajema... Join David on one or all of the regular Thursday morning 
birding walks at the storage ponds. Directions: Meet at the Las Gallinas Storage Ponds’ parking lot. From 
Hwy 101 in northern San Rafael, take the Smith Ranch Road exit, go east to the McInnis Park entrance, 
turn left immediately after crossing the railroad tracks, and go to the end of the road. For  information, 
email  brucewalks@gmail.com . Heavy rain cancels.    The Bruce Bajema Memorial Bird Watching 
Society   

Friday, December 20, 8 – 10 am - Corona Heights, San Francisco                                                                      
Leaders:  Brian Fitch; Dominik Mosur, polskatata@yahoo.com (Leaders vary by month.)                             
Meet in front of the Randall Museum, 199 Museum Way, at the end of Museum Way off Roosevelt. We 
will enjoy views of the city and bay as we circle Corona Heights, checking the east canyon woodland and 
north forest for residents and migrants, as well as monitoring the hilltop scrub and south cliff.  GGAS  
 
 
Saturday. December 21,  8:00 am-noon - Laguna Grande Park, Seaside                                          
Leader/RSVP: Chris Hartzell 831-375-9533 c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net   
This city lake area is one of our best locations for seeing a variety of birds, from vagrant warblers in 
the willow and eucalyptus trees to some of the marsh species like Sora, Virginia  Rail, as well as 
migratory waterfowl. Also Peregrine Falcons and Great-tailed Grackles have been known to frequent this 
area. Be sure to bring your cameras!  
Meet: 8am at the playground across from the City Hall lawn.   Monterey AS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 


